Michigan Architectural Foundation
Public Awareness Grant Program

2017 Abstract
As part of the Michigan Architectural Foundation’s public awareness program, the
Foundation strongly encourages organizations such as AIA Chapters, AIAS, Associate
AIA groups and any other organizations or individuals throughout the state to submit
grant applications for projects, programs, or activities that support the mission of the
MAF, which is to:
“To increase public awareness of how Architecture enriches our lives.”
A program must promote quality architecture and/or place making in general, rather
than individual firms or architects and MAF must be acknowledged for its support
publicly. Partnering with local groups will make your project more affordable and more
powerful as a public awareness program.
Examples of programs that may qualify for funding are:


Support of lectures, delivered as part of a public symposium by an
architect or other expert, explaining historic styles of buildings or that
fosters awareness of the relationship between art and architecture in a
community.



An announcement on a public radio station scripted to raise understanding
of the architect's role in creating well-designed communities to enhance
the "Quality of Life" might be funded where a script stating similar
information highlighting a specific firm or individual architects would not
qualify.



Printing of awards presentation boards for individuals or firms for a
traveling exhibit would not qualify, where some other aspects of the
program might.



Design competitions that will draw entries from a country wide, perhaps
even international audience and receive extensive public attention.



Guides to local architecture.
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Examples of successful MAF Public Awareness Chapter Grants
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AIA Flint received a grant for the Flat Lot Design Competition for a
temporary structure that;
 Serves as a facility to enhance & host public events
 Shelters a new series of summer concerts
 Demonstrates the capacity of contemporary architecture to
transform space & captivate public imagination and
 Preserves existing parking spaces for a series of summer events
that are held annually in an open parking lot in Downtown Flint.



AIA Southwest Michigan for a program called “Reflecting on: Architecture,
Preservation & the Greater Kalamazoo Built Environment.” In response to
the National Historic Preservation Month, several state and Kalamazoo
organizations collaborated on a joint program that brought Blair Kamin, a
Pulitzer Prize winning architecture critic with the Chicago Tribune to
Southwest Michigan for a slide lecture, “We Are What We Build.” The
“Guide to Modern Architecture of Greater Kalamazoo” prepared by AIA
Southwest was unveiled at the presentation. Both were supported by
MAF Chapter Grants



AIA Huron Valley received a grant of $1,500 to create and print a
“Guidebook to Huron Valley Architecture”, similar to one celebrating Flint
Architecture as a spin-off of an earlier chapter grant awarded to focus on
“Modern Architecture” in 2001. (AIA Flint was granted $1,000 for the
program). The most recent Guide was Port Huron (2007). It is hoped that
each chapter will follow suit and create a “Guidebook“ highlighting
architecture in their area. This will lend itself readily to use in an AIA
Michigan Public Awareness program that is targeting travel and tourism
across the State.



AIA Upper Peninsular received a grant for a program that highlighted the
architecture of John Lautner. The program ran over several months and
included two parts. The first was a visual exhibition of Lautner’s
architecture and the second was a series of educational programs that
focused on his work and how it contributed to Modernist architecture as an
historical movement.



The AIAS group at Lawrence Technological University received a grant for
their AIAS Midwest Quad Conference for AIAS student chapters from
surrounding states.
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The Grand Rapids chapter of the National Organization of Minority
Architects received grants in 2014 and 2015 for their highly successful
Project Pipeline Summer Camp that introduces school children to the
career of architecture.

Submission Requirements
A request must include the following (attach additional sheets to the application if
needed):
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1. Brief explanation of a high quality program/project.
2. Background of the proposer/presenter/author/project.
3. How the project will be completed, including a time frame.
4. The total budget, the requested amount, and specifically how it will be
used – include expenses, revenues, cost to attend (if program), selling
price (if publication), other sources of funding, etc.
5. Names of other organizations that are sponsoring the event and how
much they are contributing.
6. Explanation of how the public is made aware of the value of architecture.
7. Examples of how the MAF will be acknowledged, i.e., mailed
announcements, posters, email announcements must acknowledge MAF
and the local AIA chapter as sponsors. MAF and the Chapter should be
recognized during any presentations.

Completion of a follow-up evaluation form is required to qualify for
reimbursement of the expense(s) detailed in the application.
Follow-up to MAF must demonstrate the success of the project (i.e.,
attendance figures, copies of camera-ready art, financial accounting
statements, press releases, articles etc.).
Photos of the event are encouraged to allow posting on the MAF website.

Evaluation Criteria
1. Qualifications or credentials of the guest lecturer (if program), author (if
publication), etc. Feasibility of the project – financial, commitment of a
venue, estimate from a printer, etc.
2. Matching funds from the Chapter or from other organizations.
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3. Whether the project advances the aims of MAF – for example, how many
people will attend the program or read the book, will the general public be
included, etc.
4. How MAF will be acknowledged as a sponsor.

5|Page

