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Follow MAF on Twitter, FaceBook and Linked In! 

 Join our Linked In Group or "Like" our FaceBook page, and contribute your own comments, 

questions or items of interest 

 Follow us on Twitter to get the latest news on architecture in Michigan. 

 Sign up to follow our blog (just enter your email address in the box at the bottom of the left 

column). 

 
Michigan Architectural Foundation Silent Auction and AIA Michigan 

and AGC of Michigan 70th Annual Mid-Summer Conference  

August 8-10 

 

Michigan Architectural Foundation’s annual Silent Auction, which will be held at the Mid-Summer 

Conference in August, has exciting things to offer!!!  The MAF Silent Auction was created to raise funds 

to help grow the Foundation’s endowment, which funds many of our programs throughout the year. 

Here are just a few of the items that will be available:   

Beaver Creek Condo ς December 2014 

Donor: Sullivan Ward Asher Patton 

Value: $2,300 

  

http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Michigan-Architectural-Foundation-3981156?gid=3981156&trk=hb_side_g
http://www.facebook.com/MichiganArchitecturalFoundation?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/mafoundationorg
http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/blog/


 

 

Hutchinson Island Condo 

Donor: Testing Engineers and Consultants 

Value: $1,750 

   

Grand Hotel 2014 Mid-Summer Conference Lodging 

Donor: The Musser Family 

Value: $1,500 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sedona Las Abrigados Time Share Week 

Donor: Vera Moore, AMR Consulting 

Value: $1,200 

 

 

Click here to view other exciting items!   

Click here to email Bob Daverman, Silent Auction Chair, to place an opening bid or donate an item. 

Click here for more details on the conference or to register.  

http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/images/stories/MAF_website_2013_Silent_Auction.pdf
mailto:rdaverman81952@gmail.com
http://aiamichigan.wildapricot.org/mid_summer_conference_2013


 

 

 

Architectural Feature: 

The New International Residential College in Volterra, Italy  

 

The University of Detroit Mercy School of Architecture 
program in Volterra began in 1987. Since then over 300 
students studied art and architecture in Italy.  Learn more 
about the history of this program. 
 
In 2006, economic factors began to threaten the program.  
The Mayor of Volterra approached UDM and offered to 
give a building to the program rent free, if the program 
were able to renovate the building.    The building 
occupies a prime location within the old Etruscan and 
Medieval walls of the city.  Originally built in the 18th 
Century by the Inghirami family, it was the first 
permanent school of alabaster in Volterra. As such, this 
building holds a very special place in the local culture.  
UDM had the privilege of continuing the tradition of art 
and design education at this unique location.  The building 
was suitable for a small scale educational facility 
containing dormitories. The layout of the building made it 
easy to separate the student dormitory rooms from the 

educational functions such as classrooms and exhibition space. Given the rich history and prime location of 
the building, it was the perfect choice for the Volterra International Residential College. 
 
The Alumni of the School of Architecture, with support from the Faculty, created a non-profit foundation, 
The Volterra - Detroit Foundation, to fund the renovation and adaptation of the Volterra International 
Residential College. As an educational partner of the University of Detroit Mercy, the Foundation works 
with UDM to provide the students of the School of Architecture the opportunity to immerse themselves in 
the history, culture and architecture of Tuscany, Italy and Europe. 
 
Renovation of the building started in September 2012, and the grand opening was celebrated in May 2013.  
Currently, 19 UDM students occupy the building.  In the fall, students from the University of Windsor 
College for Visual Arts will begin a program at the building.  Negotiations are currently underway with 

  

http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4&Itemid=4
http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=30&Itemid=13
http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=30&Itemid=13
http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5&Itemid=5
http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=5&Itemid=5
http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3&Itemid=3
http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3&Itemid=3
http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31&Itemid=16


 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

  

another Michigan university to send students to Volterra for Spring semester 2014.  Future plans include 
exploring use of the building for continuing education programs and conferences. 
 

The new International Residential College in Volterra is a focal point for studies of the heritage, modern 
architecture and culture of Tuscany, Italy and Europe, and will serve as a center for intellectual exchange 
with other academic institutions. Because of the unique form of the agreement with the Comune di 
Volterra, the cost of participating in the program for the students will be kept at the level similar to a 
semester of study on the campus in Detroit. 
 
 

 
Modern facilities offer today’s comfort in an 1850’s historic structure. 

Learn more about this program! 
Follow the Foundation on FaceBook. 

 

 

http://www.volterra-detroit.org/index.php?option=com_flexicontact&Itemid=17
https://www.facebook.com/VolterraDetroit


 

 

Explore Michigan Architectural Foundation’s Website! 

New Feature:  Favorite Michigan Architecture 

Where can you go to get information on anything architectural in Michigan?  The Michigan Architectural 

Foundation’s website of course! We are highlighting an area of our website in each of our e-newsletters to 

help you get more familiar with this resource! 

Our newest addition to the website is a photo collection submitted by architectural fans, called Favorite 

Architecture.  Continuing our mission to increase public appreciation of how architecture enriches life, 

the Michigan Architectural Foundation is soliciting contribution of photographs that demonstrate great 

design – in buildings, landscapes or urban space, interiors or details. 

 

Architectural enthusiasts, professionals and photographers are encouraged to submit their favourite 

photos to add to our collection.  Click on the Upload a Photo button on our home page and follow 

the steps!  Submit as many photos as you would like, accompanied by a photo title and description 

emphasizing how the design photographed enriches life.  Also note what photo credit should be 

included, if any.  Photos should be low resolution, jpg format.  Be sure to check out the photos in 

our collection! 

 
Donate to the Michigan Architectural Foundation 
 
The Michigan Architectural Foundation (MAF) is a financial vehicle to support the art of architecture.  We 

are dedicated to the promotion, perpetuation and preservation of architecture as a fine art.  By serving as 

a visible resource for funding, information and educational programs, we increase the public’s 

http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/
http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/
http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/michigan-architecture/favorite-architecture/favorite-architecture.html
http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/michigan-architecture/favorite-architecture/favorite-architecture.html
http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/


 

 

appreciation for architecture, which encourages cohesive, sustainable communities, increasing economic 

value, enriching experiences and adding beauty. 

MAF relies on the support of corporate and individual sponsors, patrons and donors to fund its 

educational, scholarship and grant programs. Please consider supporting MAF programs through a 

donation or purchase from our store.  Donate Online Today! 

Visit our website for more information about the Michigan Architectural Foundation! 

 

Upcoming Events  

AIA Michigan and AGC of Michigan 

70th Annual Mid-Summer Conference - August 8-10, 2013 

 
This annual event is approaching quickly!  Click here for more details or to register. 

 
Courthouse Transformation Community & Connection 

September 6, 2013 

 
Click here for more details. 

 
12th Michigan Railroad History Conference 
 
The 12th Michigan Railroad History Conference will be held on Saturday, October 5, 2013, at the Hilton 
Hotel in Downtown Bay City, MI. 
  
Click here for the Program and Registration Form.  
  
Check for conference updates on www.MichiganRailroadHistory.org or the Michigan Railroad Calendar 
at www.MichiganRailroads.com, a major source for contemporary and historic railroad information. 
  
For questions, contact the MRHC Chairperson, Mark Worrall, at markxworrall@hotmail.com. 

 

http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/support-maf/architectural-books-for-sale.html
http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/support-maf/support-maf.html
http://www.michiganarchitecturalfoundation.org/
http://aiamichigan.wildapricot.org/mid_summer_conference_2013
http://aiamichigan.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/CourthousesSaveTheDate2.pdf
http://www.michiganrailroadhistory.org/
http://www.michiganrailroads.com/
mailto:markxworrall@hotmail.com

